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By RENA LANGILLE

Jeff Toucie — Husband, boxer, busker, native

carver, riddled with cancer, he was part of what

gives the Market its effervescence; a kind,

talented, beautiful person whose soft spoken good

humor touched your soul.

Taught by his grandfather, Jeff could be seen

carving under the Market Clock, at Raven’s Nest

and on the mezzanine one flight down from

Rachel the Pig. When not carving he played guitar

and sang old Beatles songs.

During cancer treatment he lost his hair, but

that was ok, he said, “I got over the dandruff

didn’t I?” His sense of humor accompanied his

battle with cancer up to the time he died May 18

at home, attended by family.

Eulogies
Peter May: The cancer started as a bump on

his leg. He called it a barnacle of life and his

doctor didn’t think it was anything, but it began

to grow. His spirit was always happy. He let me

borrow a book of music once. I went to New

York for a while, and it was a year before I could

return it. I felt guilty about keeping it so long, but

Jeff told me it was ok because he knew all the

songs (in it) already.”

Barbara Brennan: “It was so typical of Jeff to

find a gentle humor in everything and set others at

ease. I felt that he was valiant in his trying to live”.

Joe Doney: “He was inspiring and

encouraging. When I first met him I was just

starting out as a street musician. I was so nervous

and he heard me playing. He said ‘Hey guy, put

your heart into it.’ That got me over the

nervousness and into playing with heart.”

Emilio Rodenas: “He was a great musician,

someone to meet and admire. Musicians – they

leave something great behind that money don’t

buy. He came here a lot of times and was bald. It

Saying goodbye to Jeff Touchie
was sad to see someone deteriorating. It takes

away something of me when a musician dies.”
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make sure my kids had what they needed, and

they did. They went through grade school and

high school. My son’s run a successful

carburetor shop for 50 years.

What’s the hardest thing about
being your age?

Hmmm.... (long pause)I don’t know... I

sleep good, have no pain, knock on wood. I

like food; drink an awful lot of coffee – decaf.

I have no fear in death. I don’t exactly welcome

it, but if I died in my sleep it wouldn’t make a

difference to me. It’s just a new experience.

What about the fact that you can’t
see anymore? Isn’t that difficult?

Grace shakes her head, and her eyes light

up as if she has a secret. She leans over and

pushes ‘play’ on the tape recorder sitting on

her bed. Music fills the room.

That’s Chet Atkins, ‘Make the World Go

Away.’ 0

We both sit back and listen.
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Unique educational toys and games
for all ages.

Puzzles, activity books, art supplies,
science kits, children’s musical

instruments, construction kits, wooden
trains, infant & toddler toys, arts & crafts

kits, dress-up, learning aids, play and
collectible dolls, New and vintage Breyer

Horses, puppets & marionettes.

Dragon’s Toy Box
Educational & Heirloom Toys, Games & Fun!

1525 1st Ave, Ste 2A
Seattle, WA  98101

dragonstoybox@earthlink.net

206-652-2333

of the
Pike Place Market

Cafe Mimosa
at Pike Place Market

Simply the best!

COUNTRY STYLE
HEARTY  BREAKFAST

(try our famous housemade granola...)

LUNCH - CAJUN, FRENCH AND MORE!!!
Fabulous Seafood Jambalaya,

...our delicious warm baguette sandwiches, pastas, gumbo...

1523 First Avenue    (206) 624-2598
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Rubber Rainbow Condom Co.
Save the Humans

PIKE PLACE MARKET
1515 1st Ave.

(206) 233-9502

www.wearyourrubbers.com
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Where everyone looks good
On Pike and 1st Ave

PIKE PLACE MARKET

Dinner daily
Bar open until 2am
206 682-3049

pike place market

Open 7 Days A Week
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

For fine dining...
It’s your

Pike Place Market

90 Pike Street Corner Market Bldg
ATM Available    624-1365

PIKE PLACE
BAR & GRILL
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Call Megan Lee

at 372-3157

to advertise your

First Avenue Business

MarketAd@NWLink.com
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