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Help perk up the Pergola
By JOHN LIVINGSTON

The PDA is interested in your opinion

about how to use the pergola at the north end

of the Pike Place Market, changing it from its

faded glory as a former trolley stop to an

attractive portal welcoming folks to the

Market.

The pergola is a roofed steel structure

located at the junction of Pike Place, Western

Avenue and Virginia Street, north of the day

stalls. Pockets of rust mar the green steel

poles that hold it up, and its roof is faded. A

lone piece of railing is where benches used

to be.

It began its life as a trolley stop for the

Puget Sound Traction, Light & Power

Company, according to a blueprint dated Oct.

23, 1914. The pergola lasted long after the

trolley stopped running, and people continue

to use it. The issue is how they will use it in

the future.

“We want to know what the public wants to

do with it,” said Catherine Stanford, outgoing

Director of Real Estate for the Pike Place

Market Preservation and Development

Authority.

Some possibilities include an information

booth or a security station. But the PDA is still

willing to listen to suggestions through July 15.

“It could be an information booth, similar

to the information booth at First and Pike. Or

we could have an interactive kiosk where

people can get information online,” Stanford

said. “One challenge would be our map,

because it has different layers. Another

challenge might be the security of the

equipment. We could set it up like the Heritage

Center. It has roll-down doors.”

Stanford said the booth could be staffed by

the PDA during the day.

“At night, it could be someplace where

security officers could stop by and file reports,

or have coffee,” she added. “The periodic

presence of an officer would be helpful.”

Security is a major concern – in the current

incarnation of the pergola.

“Last year, the PDA removed seating

benches for it. They were the source of issues

with public safety,” Stanford said. She added

that neighbors are concerned about

questionable activities at the pergola and

neighboring Victor Steinbrueck Park –

especially at night.

Putting it delicately, the pergola has become

a gathering place for people with other agendas

besides those of the Pike Place Market. Now,

the benches are gone. But leaving an empty

structure is not desirable, so the PDA is looking

to improve the structure.

“We went to the Market Historical

Commission for a change in use, and we have

a use approval for the footprint under the

existing pergola,” she said.

In other words, the use can change, but the

basic outline and dimensions of the structure

must remain the same.

“It is the portal to the north end of the Pike

Place Market,” Stanford said. “There is also

increasing foot traffic in the surrounding area

with the build-out of Belltown and cruise

ships coming in. We are really in the early

stages of design, and we need the public’s

help”

The public might have other ideas about

how to use the pergola, and they may have

suggestions about how to design it. Filling in

the pergola with walls and windows might not

be the way to go.

 “Some neighbors have raised concerns

about maintaining the transparency of the

structure,” Stanford said. “They want to be able

to look through it, and still see Steinbrueck Park

(and the waterfront). We could try to replicate

a glassed-in pergola.”

She said it would really be exciting to blend

aesthetics in the pergola and still allow it to

have a more practical side.

The PDA invited residents who live north

of the Market to comment, as well as

commercial tenants and Friends of Steinbrueck

Park, to a neighborhood meeting late last month

to share their comments and ideas.

“Hopefully, more creative minds will come

up with some ideas,” she said. “We will gather

the information together, and make a

determination on what to do. We are looking

into the core issues, and we will maintain an

ongoing dialogue. The PDA will make a

decision in the fall, and take it to the Historical

Commission.”

Officials will take comments on the pergola

until July 15, and Stanford said they will

maintain an ongoing dialogue with the public.

To make a comment, e-mail the PDA at

info@pikeplacemarket.org or call (206) 682-

7453.

ROTARY
GROCERY

1503 B Pike Place
between Dish D’lish & the Flying Fish
at the main entrance near the Pig
Mon-Sat 9-6 • Sun 10-5

Full line of
Groceries
Wine
Beer
Beverages
Lotto +
ATM

Curios and Curiosities
Native Indian Art,
Prints & Paintings
Totems, Soapstone
& Ivory Carvings

Old and New Silver Jewelry
Gold & Gems

Estate & Collectible Items
A Slice of World Culture!

85 B Pike
(206) 343-0890

www.RavensNestTreasure.com
South of the Pig

Next to Market Spice

100's of One-of-a-kind Items

On the corner of First & Pine
and Pine & Post Alley

AFRICAN TREASURES

206 625-1170 • off Post Alley behind Seattle's Best Coffee - Pike Place Market

Handmade baskets,
wood carvings, jewelry, cloth,
beads, unique gifts & more.

❖
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professional services in the
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Pike Place Market.
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RESTAURANTS
CA F É YA R M A R K A

Home-style Russian cooking
JASMINE THAI - MOROCCAN CUISINE

 Where All Meals Are $6.50 +tax

LO PR I O R E BR O T H E R S

Home made Italian specialties
& catering since 1982

PI K E PL A C E  BA G E L S

New York style bagels and more
PI K E PL A C E  CH O W D E R

New at Post Alley - Award
winning chowder

SE A T T L E'S  BE S T CO F F E E

SBC’s flagship location
SI S T E R S EU R O P E A N CA F É

Grilled sandwiches and
vegetarian gourmet café

VI V A N D A RI S T O R A N T E

“Italian seafood - full service bar -
intimate dining, lunch & dinner”

On the corner of First & Pine and Pine & Post Alley

RETAIL SHOPS & SERVICES
AF R I C A N TR E A S U R E S

Authentic hand made African crafts
DA R S A L A A M

Moroccan Designer Imports
DO G AL L E Y

The place for pets and their people
DRAGON'S TOYBOX

Educational, heirloom toys,
games & fun!

ET R U S C A N DE S I G N

Affordable luxury leather clothing
& accessories

MA D E I N W A S H I N G T O N

Gifts galore
MI L A G R O S

Mexican Imports - arts & crafts
SW E E T BA B Y  JE S S

Toddler boutique
US BA N K

Full service banking

❖

Looking for the Best Chowder in Town?
How about in America!

• 1st Place - Great Chowder Cookoff, Newport, Rhode Island -

2000, 2001 & 2002
• Great Chowder Cookoff Hall of Fame

• 1st Place - Seaside Chowder Cookoff, Seaside, Oregon - 1996
• 1st Place - Seattle Chowder Cookoff - Seattle - 1993 & 1994

Next to Made in Washington

1530 Post Alley 206-267-2537

STUFFED
CABBAGE

A Taste of Russia

BORSCHT VEGETABLE SOUP � PIROGHI � SALADS
PIROSHKY � STUFFED CABBAGE � DESSERTS

IN THE POST ALLEY BUILDING 206-521-9054

Mirrors • Jewelry • Tile Tables • Hand Painted Wooden Tables
Traditional Musical Instruments • Pottery
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Serving a variety of breakfast & lunch:

Grilled European Sandwiches
Vegetarian Gourmet Salads

& Soups  from Around the World
All served with Italian rustic bread

www.SistersEuropeanSnacks.com

FREE DRINK
with any $5 purchase

expires August 31st, 2005

www.SistersEuropeanSnacks.com 
http://www.marakeshleather.com/
http://ravensnesttreasure.com/default.aspx
http://www.pikeplacemarketnews.com



